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work and appearance of their schools, or to insist on
the provision of competent teachers. By politicians
the subject was always considered too difficult a thing
to'approach, and it was given the go-by.
It is only fair to add that for the Catholic population
an organisation was created by voluntary effort,
which supplemented the National schools in large
centres of population and provided secondary teaching
of the cheaper sort. This was the lay order of the
Christian Brothers, founded in 1802 by Ignatius Rice.
Many testimonies to their zeal and efficiency have been
given from the opposite camp in Ireland; but the
best is to be found in the fact that working men in
Ireland have always preferred to pay their small fees.,
rather than send their children free of charge to the
National Schools.
Secondary teaching of a more advanced and expen-
sive kind has been provided by the religious orders,
especially by the Jesuits, who have a great school "at
Clongowes, in County Kildare, equipped on the lines
of an English public school, with admirable playing-
fields : and a cheaper day school at Belvedere in one
of the once splendid streets on the north side of
Dublin. This famous order, commanding the service
of many able and highly trained men, has given very
efficient teaching and produced many notable alumni.
General Sir William Butler, even more distinguished
as writer than as soldier, Lord Chief Baron Palles, by
consent of his profession greatest among Irish lawyers
of the past half-century, and in a younger generation,
X M, Kettle, wit, orator, essayist, and poet, one of the
most brilliant creatures that fell in the Great War,
are names that stand out. Another teaching order,
the Missionary Congregation of the Holy Ghost, has
for many years had very large schools at Blackrock
in a Dublin suburb and at Rockwell in the heart of
Tipperary, More recently the Benedictines established
a school near Gorey in County Wexford, which may
come to correspond to Downside,

